Sasol-SABI Agriculture Project - Promoting Effective Water Management Practices Amongst
Farmers
Sasol began its collaboration with SABI (South Africa Irrigation Institute) in 2011 with the aim of addressing key
aspects of water management in the agricultural sector, to minimize water losses in the catchment area.
The Sand-Vet WUA area near Welkom, which falls within the Vaal River catchment area, was identified and
regular Farmers’ Days are hosted as part of fostering a close working relationship with these water users,
specifically to promote efficient water use practices at farm level. This approach makes it possible to achieve
more focused and measurable outputs from this intervention. The activities that are implemented are as follows:
•
•
•

Evaluation of a number of irrigation systems to determine typical application efficiencies and distribution
uniformities.
Provision of irrigation scheduling advice and monitoring services to improve water management
practices.
Regular feedback of project results to the stakeholders.

A dedicated webpage on the Sand-Vet WUA project has been created on the SABI website to communicate the
outcomes and activities described above; http://www.sabi.co.za/sabi_sasol.html
This web resource aims to broaden the scope of the SABI Sasol initiative by providing information sources and
links to technical information, presented in a simple format for easy browsing, that constructively and practically
encourage the adoption of effective water management practices, specifically as it pertains to irrigation, at farm
level.
The most recent Farmers’ Day was held on 17 September 2013 and was attended by more than 50 farmers.
Feedback was given on the progress of activities undertaken at the scheme since June 2013, along with expert
advice from James Kennedy of Kennedy Irrigation. Farmers also provided valuable input on additional
information and services that would add value to the existing project activities.
These activities include the evaluation of 4 irrigation systems to identify typical system efficiencies and
application uniformities, the installation of water content monitoring probes at two centre pivot systems and the
distribution of scheduling advice to farmers via email and SMS, based on the measurements of a newly installed
weather station at the offices of the Sand-Vet WUA.
The structure and content of the scheduling advice messages were discussed in detail with the farmers and
inputs received on additional information and/or services that would add value to the existing project activities.
The water use of the last wheat crop was monitored and followed by the monitoring of summer crops with
feedback provided again at a second farmers’ day to be held in April 2014.
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